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that he should go out to reconnoiter,—or, at least,
he did not dare to do so, lest he might expose
himself to the danger of being the first discovered.
From all these evident proofs, it was easy to see that
the frenchman is so little in a position to protect
them that he cannot even defend himself,— so much
so, that he had been compelled to have recourse to
the protection of the English, and to beg them,
through an Ambassador sent expressly for the
purpose to Orange, to check the continual incursions
of the Iroquois.

But what most displeases them is, that the alliance
of the frenchman, besides being useless to them
through his powerlessness, is also injurious to
them, both for commerce and for war. It is so in
Commerce, because it takes away from them, against
their will, the trade of the english, which was
incomparably more advantageous to them, in order
to keep them bound to Onnontio’s. This is contrary
to all the laws of protection, which consist in main-
taining in the liberty of their trade Those whom one
protects; for otherwise it is no longer a protection,
but a veritable usurpation. The french alliance also
injures them in war — because, from its commence-
ment, the whole conduct of the frenchman toward
them has consisted in doing nothing on his side
against the enemy, and only in expecting them, on
their side, to do everything. Thus, if they did not
march against the enemy to stop him at Catarokouy,
they should strike some telling blows, in order that
he might give satisfaction by presents, and weep for
the dead; that they should make prisoners, in order
that he might free them from their bonds, and send
them back to the foes of these tribes. Such had been



